
	  

Setting the Stage Speakers 
Each day, there will be leaders from social justice, education, 
government, and sport business that will help us “set the stage” 
for each day’s activity.  These individuals will be announced 
one at a time in the weeks leading up to the conference.  Be on 
the lookout! 
	  

Spotl ight Segments 
Spotlight segments will be strategically placed through the 
conference to illuminate specific aspects of bystander 
intervention.  They will incorporate multi-media presentations, 
personal testimony, global applications and deeper pedagogical 
understanding of the issues. 
	  

Plenary panel Descriptions 
These will not be your typical panel presentations.  Rather, 
they will be dynamic, interactive discussions with open 
discussion time built in to each panel.  Participants will hear 
from experts in the field and have the opportunity to engage the 
presenters.  The experts will provide context and bystander 
intervention lessons learned on the issues as a way to stimulate 
discussion. 
	   	  	  
Gender on the agenda: men and women working together  
Description: This plenary/panel will discuss some of the gender 
politics of this work.  Women built the movements against dv/sa, 
and now there is an increasing presence of men in the work.  As 
the bystander approach is now mainstream and growing, what are 
some of the challenges/tensions in our programs?  Funding as 
well as pedagogical questions.  Also, what are some of the ways 
that gender is or is not foregrounded in the bystander work 
itself?  Gender specific vs. gender neutral approaches.  What it 
means to be an ally (to women, to men)? 
	  
Intersections of race and class  
Description: This plenary/panel will highlight the complexities 
of class, race, ethnicity and nationality as they impact the 
bystander approach.  Bystander approaches that incorporate a 
social justice perspective must take into account people’s power 
and social position and how it inhibits or encourages proactive 



behaviors.  It is also important to highlight differences as 
well as similarities in diverse cultural contexts.   Presenters 
who have worked in a wide range of settings will discuss some of 
the culturally sensitive adaptations of the bystander approach. 
 
Bystander Pedagogy: why and how we teach/facil i tate 
Description:  With the recent proliferation of bystander 
programs and ideas, it is important to take stock of the 
difference and similarities in some of these approaches.  What 
have we learned about the bystander approach?  This panel 
presents an opportunity to focus attention on how to teach the 
bystander approach.  Topics include:  information and dialogue; 
the rationale for single sex sessions; women teaching men/young 
men and men teaching women/young women in mixed-gender settings 
in high schools; mentoring – older boys and girls facilitating 
sessions with younger kids; the use of drama/theater in 
bystander presentations. 
	  
Bystander Intervention in the age of New Media  
Description: This panel will highlight the role of new 
technologies of communication and how they are re-shaping social 
interaction, and how the bystander approach needs to adapt and 
incorporate new elements.  Topics include: sexting/texting, 
cyber-bullying and sexual harassment, pornography, as well as 
the positive/educational possibilities presented by the new 
technologies. 
	  
Working with dominant groups: athletics, Greeks, the mil i tary 
Description:  This plenary will be a discussion about strategies 
that work for getting bystander programming into these 
institutional subcultures, and specific issues that this work 
presents.  Representatives from these groups will share their 
experiences with implementing bystander programs.  What unique 
challenges do these groups represent, and how do they impact the 
design and implementation of bystander initiatives within their 
group?  How do you approach these groups and how do you deliver 
programming to them? 
	  
The polit ics of programming, funding, and institutional buy-in 
Description: This plenary will address the behind-the-scenes 
activity that serves as a pre-requisite to institutional 
implementation of the bystander approach: the politics, funding 
and institutional buy-in necessary to launch and sustain 
bystander programs and otherwise integrate the model.  Panelists 
will discuss: the need for evaluation/impact studies, funding 
cycles/opportunities, aligning program proposals with 
institutional values and short term and long term planning. 



	  

Directed Breakout Discussion: The road ahead/ Next Steps in the Field 
Description: These sessions will be an interactive meeting of 
academics, practitioners and advocates working together to 
define and address emerging issues in bystander education.  In 
smaller working groups, participants will discuss how to 
integrate the bystander approach by examining where there are 
opportunities for growth within and outside the area of gender 
based violence.  Facilitated by experts in their field, the 
various breakout sessions will allow for greater exploration of 
how the bystander approach can be applied to additional areas of 
violence prevention, education, healthy development and social 
justice issues.  
	  
Facil i tated Breakout topics include: 
The Road Ahead/Next Steps in the field 
Global Perspectives:  Bystander Intervention in the Developing 
and Industrialized Worlds 
Bystander Intervention strategies with LGBTQ communities:  
Implications with New Media  
Gender, race & class considerations 
Utilizing the Bystander Approach with other significant social 
problems 
Working with Youth 
Cross campus initiatives	  	  
	  


